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	 English	philosopher	John	Locke,	one	of	the	most	influential	thinkers	of	the	
Age	of	Enlightenment,	stated,	“The	great	art	of	learning	is	to	understand	but	little	
at a time.”
	 As	I	entered	the	Van	Buren	Local	School	District	in	the	fall	of	2016,	I	came	
with	an	admittedly	limited	understanding	of	the	district	and	the	community	that	
supports	it.	I	had	done	a	great	deal	of	research	on	Van	Buren	to	prepare	for	the	
interview	process,	but	was	limited	to	reports	available	from	the	Ohio	Department	
of	Education.	So	I	sought	to	learn;	to	understand	a	“little	at	a	time.”	In	2017	the	
Board	of	Education	accepted	my	recommendation	to	commission	a	collection	of	
data,	with	which	a	trend	analysis	report	was	created	by	K-12	Business	Consult-
ing,	Inc.	This	study,	compiled	with	data	through	the	2016	fiscal	year,	has	helped	
me	 develop	 a	much	 greater	 understanding	 of	 the	 very	 unique	 and	wonderful	
community	in	which	our	district	operates.	Beginning	with	this	issue	of	the	Knightly 
News,	the	trend	analysis	report	will	add	another	function	to	its	worth,	serving	as	
the	basis	for	a	recurring	series	on	school	financial	and	educational	data.

	 This	first	installment	will	serve	as	the	introduction	to	the	several	groups	that	
it	will	be	necessary	to	know	to	understand	this	data.	The	first	group	will	be	called	
“SIMILAR”	and	 is	 composed	of	 twenty	 (20)	districts	 selected	 in	2016	 that	are	
believed	by	 the	Ohio	Department	of	Education	 to	be	most	similar	 in	 the	state	
to	us	here	at	Van	Buren.	Our	SIMILAR	group	is	shown	in	Figure	I-2	below.	The	
second	group	will	be	called	“PEER”	and	consists	of	ten	(10)	districts	selected	by	
myself	and	Superintendent	Tim	Myers	as	districts	that	we	are	most	commonly	
compared	to	locally.	Our	PEER	group	is	shown	in	Figure	I-2	below.	The	third	and	
final	group,	labeled	as	“OHIO”,	consists	of	every	public	school	district	in	the	state	
of	Ohio.	These	three	groups	will	be	compared	to	us	here	at	Van	Buren	 in	 this	
series.  
	 In	future	installments	of	this	series	I	will	begin	taking	a	deeper	dive	into	how	
our	District	compares	 to	 these	other	groups,	but	 to	conclude	 this	 introduction,	
I	will	simply	ask	you	to	take	some	time	to	explore	the	two	figures	below,	notice	
the	interesting	group	of	SIMILAR	district	selected	by	ODE,	form	your	own	ideas	
of	how	we	compare,	and	keep	these	charts	for	when	you	read	the	future	install-
ments. 


